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r WHOA, BOV.., ' 
WW4!Cr'S THAT , 

JWOVIHG IM the • 
brush ? IT must 
SE A f?ATTLeR.' 


HUH... irs DAVID Gouze, 
THE JEWELER IN SILVER 
CITY... AND HE'S TIED 
l h^ _ AND 


HEF?6...I'LL HAVe 
VOU OUT OF THAT 
HARNESS IN A < 
MlNLTI^ : THEN P 
VOU CAN TELL tS 
ME WHAT 

rr‘s ALL p 

ABOUT i y 


THERE'S ONLV 
ONE WA/ TO 
APPROACH A 
RATTLER... 
ANO THAT'S y 
WITH GUN r<if; 
DRAWN', y III 


GLUB. 

GLUB.' 
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/ VO'Kg KlOWT/ 
CHUCK t Jg&T 
TO MAK6 3HO^ 
\ NO&OCXI 

MSi ru. STAY, 

/ ouTTA djowr; 


ANWHiUE, 


I JU5T HOPE 
Z OET “HHERE 
SEFOfte THEY 
LEAVE i V 


» OOH'T WOkKY 

'Bocrr ME, 

' ROCKY I CLL 
FOLLOW ON > 
FOOT ! 


YUW STAND 
(SUAPDi KEN. 
JEST IN CASE 
ANYONE 
HAPPENS ©Y. 


... I HAD JEST CLOSED THE 
STORE AND WAS RETURNIN' 
HO.V\S WHEN THE CRITTERS 
JUMPED ME 1 THEY TOOK 
KEYS, TRUSSED ME UP AND > 

THREW me IN THE ^ 

BRUSH I IT t—- ^ THAT 

ALL HAPPENED j MEANS THEY'RE 
A pew y PROBABLY AT 
MINUTES IT THE STORE - 
AGO i y L R|(&HT NOW i J 


I KNEW 


THE DOOR'S '■ 

OPEN THE 

CRITTERS MUST 
BE INSIDE 1 / 


these keys 

WOULD FIT i 
THEY CAME 
FROM THE 
OWNER... 

. HA.HAl J 


I But it isn«t the crooks who 

I ARB TAKEN BY SURPRISE.' 


<SULP....IT 
MUST Be A 
LAWMAN i 


I'LL TAKE THEM 
eW SURPRISE ' 
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SHUCKS AND 
TARWATIOH / 
WHAT OlFFERENCe 
DOES THAT IV^KE 
AS LONG AS HE 
OtDH'T SEE US... 
THAT'S ALL THAT 


HO HARW IP 



LET'S HEAD FER THE 
RANCH I WE CAN KEEP 
THIS NECKLACE WiTH 
THE REST OF THE 
loot! when THINGS 
QUIET DOWN A ftMTE 
WE‘LL HIGHTAIL IT 
OUTTA TOWN ! / * 



^HORTiy AFTER 


HUH*.. 

WHERE 

AW r? 


T TAKE IT EASY, ' 
I ROCKVl YOU'LL, 
y BE all risht / 

' ALL X KNOW IS 
THAT 1 RDUND YOU 
LYING OUTSIDE AND 
THE SAFE OPEN 
INSIDE! X BROUGHT 
fe^YOU IN i 




CHUCK FENTON 
WHO'S HE ? 
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HE CA7y\E IM HYAR THIS AFTER- 
NOON AND ASKeD TO SEE THE 
BEST PIECE OF JEWELRY I HAVE i 
BUT HE' 5 A ©ArASUN* FELLOW, 
AND r YOLO HIWV 
I WOULDN'T SELL 
IT TO HIAA UNLESS 
HE PAID CASH IN 
ADVANCE I 


THEN AGAIN , HE MAY 
HAVE DROPPED IT THI* 
EVENING X THINK I'M 
GOING TO PAY A VISIT 
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iT'S THg 
UVNMAN ! 

SUT 1 

rriouerin. 


I CAN TEU 
VOU WHAT'S 
ON MW MiNO 
WITHOUT. 

This 6un 


I RECKON 
SOWETHtNS TO 
BAV AAVSELFJ^^^ 


THE KNIFE 
..*IT WAS SHOT 

clean outta j 

AW HAND i 


1^ YOU OiO ANV 
REAL THiNKiNO 
YOU WOULONiT BE 
^ HERS i ^ 


AND HERE'% VOUA PAL I 
RIGHT WHERE X TUCKSP 
HIIA tN S THE TWO OP 

VOU will aaake a 
WELCOME ADDITION M 
TO THE COUNTY ^ 
JAILHOUBE 1 


ALL I DO IB CARRY OUT THE 
LAW I OUTLAWS NEVER REALIZE 
1 THAT ITS MUCH SAFER TO UP- 
I HOLD THE LAW THAN TO ^ 

\ 8REAK rr i 


60BHi X SHORE \ 
SEE NOW WHY i 
THEY CALLYUH ^ 
THE BEST SECRET 
MARSHAL IN THE 
WEST ' YUH CAN 
DO MORE IN ONE 
NIGHT THAN MOST 
MEN IN A YEAR i j 
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HVAR C0M£6 -SuPERSTiTfOUS 
STuaRIV X OPiAJS T'LL hav£ 
50M£ FUM WITH HlMj . 


HOWDY. ^TUA)^T/ YUH f 
ICNJOW. VO'Re TW£ 
THIJ^TegMTH HOMS^e 
rvE 5 EEN PA^Si\IC 3 ^ 
SY IM THE" UAST HOuft' 7/ 


vvhat'the 

>T-T-THifirre£NTH 


C^OSH . WHAT ARE 
VUH SO SCARY . 
^ A»OUT'> 


AW. TWAT'5 A LOT 
OF HOeiWASH/ 


HOOWASH, MOTHlNjCa. 
I'C? SETTeR STROKS 
MY RASBiT'S FOOT 
W FER LUCK.' 


^P-t>POM'T YUH ^ 
KWOW T-T‘THiRTeew 
IS A/Yl UMLiJCKY^^ 
■ — , 1 - MUMSER/ 


so VUH CARRY A RA&SIT'S FOOT. EH? I 

KNOW AM HOMBRE WITH TWO ^ 
RABBIT'S FEET/ , ^ 


VSAH- AMP IT'S SHORE HARP FOR 
HIM TO SET SHOES THAT FIT/ « 


ulp: 


ABvmriltMiMr 



WONDER WE'RE NO PIKERS- 

ON TOP? /-K LET'S have i/ja 
A iT^-vTl^V A PEEK! /'SSi?^ 


WHEW! THIS L(WONDERHOWMUCH)| 
IS HARD W0RK!)> PARTNER WE 
— n ✓ V^AvE TO oo’y^*| 


'HEREyARE, FOLKS! 6ETYER 

} Dueeie bubble right here! 

> NO NEED TO WAIT TO GET DOWN' 


WISH I'D 8R0UGHT/NO CHANCE TO 
‘ SOMt DUBBL6 ^<5ET any nov^ 
BUBBLE GUMToX*^''-'^^ GETy< 
5-1 CHEW- rpQ jail 


WE'RE I 
ALMOST) 
THERE 


'wow/ need's dubsle. 


CLIMB. 


CHEw/Jr worth the 


(TASTES GOOD, TOO,/) 

VTKr^^“ 

6V.0V^SM ^ 1 ilL?-n?s8e^ i 

eu6BL£5 I C''^ r,">-! JF i 


FUNNIES. 

FORTUNES, 

FACTS 

ON EVERY 

WRAPPER! 


r' 


PASTEf' 


A/0!^/ Al/A/LABLe ALL OUBB THE WORLD' prank m. ■lwh co«» 





WIT'* 

so 0 ^ro 6 £n 


fOUEtfHITtR'lW®® 


They'r# f««l PinithA<f 

in shiny nicWel (hat won't tar- 
nilh! Wear the officisl insignia 
of your brother, relative, friend, 
sweetheart in service. Be the 
•nvy of your rteighborhnod' Spnd 
(o Smith Brothers, Box 560. 
Providence, R. t. 


I am enclosing 20< Q, 3S« □ and tho front 
<ovor of ono Q two □ Smith Brothors box(o»t/ 
any f lovbr, for which fileaso sand mo RING Q/ 
8RACEIIT □, BOTH 

Indicolo wrist siso for BRACIIBT: lAROf CL 
REGULAR n. INSIGNIA CHOICE! ARMT □, 
NAVY □, AIR FORCE Q MARINE CORPS p. 
Sond to Smith Bros., Box 560, Providonco, R.l. 


CITY. 


-ZONE STATE. 
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^ making fl OOPI 
9UT OP PEE PIOKENf 
1$ MY FAVOPtTe 
^ PflSTlMI } . 


HEY, TUBBY, tOOK WWO^S 
HEPPINS THIS WAY— PEI 
PICKfNS.* STICK VyiTH ME 
AKP WIHL HAVE SOME 
_ FUN AT H« 

m iKPBNss; ZT^ 


^ I SEE YUH 8PUOHT YORESEi-P 
. A NEW PAIR OF SHOES, 
on PICKENS/ 


OF COURSE THEY ARB»THAT*S WHY 
3 THOUSHT THEY WiRI FER YUH‘ * 
SINCE YUH*VE SOT A HORSE’S HEAP, 
I FISUREP YUM HAP HORSE U 
FEET, 100 I 


WHAT DO VUH MEAN 2 
BOUGHT MYSELF A 
^ NEW PAIR OF shoes: 
IV THESE ARE HORSE- 

1 shoes, 


' HORSE FEET, 
TWO? a HORSE 
HAS FEET, 

NOT TWO» 


HE PIPN’T MIAN TWO/ 
HE MEANT TOO I ^ 

LIKE ALSO.' /"“v 


I’M NOT KIPPINS ANYBOPy.'l’M < 
STILL SORE AT VUH, SLIM, FER NOT 
MEETING Ml LIKE VUH PROMISEP > 
VUH WOULD YESTERPPY' , — ^ 


^ PEE KNEW WHAT I MEANT.' 
HE’S THE SMARTEST H0M8RF 
IN THESE PARTS .'H£*S JUST 
X TRYING TO KIP US ^ 


I COULDN’T HELP 
THAT, DEE J HAP 
..^TO take MV 
\ BROTHER TO 

THE DOCTOR, 
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HOLP 0H. : HOW ooyuo yUH 
6ET PLAT T>Ai IN A ^ 
COVIR6P wagon? Jj® 


WHO SAiP ANyTHlNS ABOUT 
. A COVERBP WAOON ? ^ 


vuH dip; vuwtolp me'uih 
PUT TORE HHC5THER »N A f 
OOVIREP WAGON WITH J 
A TEAM OF HORSES,' 


) I MEVPR 
MEHTlONgP ant 
COVER?? WAGON 
AND I CAN PROVE 


WI’LI, ASM 
TUBBV.» 


(fO AHEAP 
AHP PROVE 

V IT , 


WELL, HERE’S A BA© OF ) 

THEM FER VUH NOW N 

TEUL ME WAS I TALKiNS 1 

ABOUT A COVEREP ^ 

wagon or an ¥ AN AUTO 
AUTOMOBILE ?J^VOF COURSE 


DO VUH LIKE iIELLY BEANS 
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' BOOT.' HOLP ON VUH * 
JUST SAJP YUH WERE IN 
. AN AUTOMOBILE ^ 


0KAV,50 VUH WERE IN A CAR. 
NOW STAT THERE 


WELL, WE WERE OOWe ^ 
ALONG GREAT WHEN ALL 
f OP A SUOPEN THE OLD 
, BOAT SPRUNG A ^rfl 
LEAK AND-" J\\r. 


WHO SAID ANYTHING ABOUT 
AN AUTOMOBILE ? I SAID 
I WAS IN A BOAT AND 
n 1 CAN PROVE IT.' r7 



ALL RIGHT, BUT ONLY IF • 
YUH DON’T OFFER HIM ANY 
JELLY BEANS BEFORE r-^ 
YUH ASK HIM THE ^ i 
QUESTION i j 


K, OKAY, I 
' J WON’T 
OFFER HIM 
ANY JELLY 
7 BEANS 1 


DO YUH LIKE Y 
CHOCOLATE J 
COVERED ^ 
marshmallows, 
. TUBBY? 


OKAY, SO YO’RE IN A BOAT. 
NOW STAY IN IT.'r 


WELL, WE’RE SAILING 
^ ALONG WHEN ALL 
y OF A SUDDEN THE 
f\ PLANE LOSES ONE 
A OF ITS WINGS • t 


WELL, HERE’S A SAG OF THEM 
FER YUH NOW TELL ME, WAS 
I TALKING ABOUT A BOAT OR . 
■ V AN AUTOMOBILE ? --sd 


A BOAT, OF COURSE. 
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DOW’T PICK ON 
HIM IF yo'RE 
C50INS LOCO.' 


WHAT PLANE? VUH WERE IN 

A boat : j~ - i 


IF HE LIES FFR YUH ONCf MORf. 
HE’LL BE TRAVELL1NC5 IN AN . 
“T AMBULANCE rCT 


WHO EVER TOLD YUH I 
WAS IN A BOAT? I SAID 
^ I WAS IN AN AIRPLANE 4 
r AND r CAN PROVE IT.' J 


THAT’S RIGHT.' HERE VUH ARE TRYING 
TO TELL ME 1 WAS IN A BOAT WHEN I 
WAS TALKING ABOUT AN AIRPLANE r 
5»— ALL THE TIME 


) DON’T GO AWAY MAD, 
/ DEE DICKENS.' WE - 
WERE ONLY TRYING ^ 
TO HAVE SOME FUN J 
■— * WITH VUH I 


■ WELL, IF YUH WERE TALKING 
ABOUT AN AIRPLANE, I’M 
FLYING AWAY NOW .' /— 


ME 

GOING 

LOCO? 


I’M NOT GOING AWAY 
MAD IN FACT, I WANT 
TO WISH YUH BOTH ^ 
THE BEST LUCK IN ^ 
THE WORLD.' 


— YUH KNOW THEY’RE A 
SYMBOL OF LUCK ' WA,H 
NOBODY SETS THE BEST 
OF DEE DICKENS iJBg^ 


DO YUH 
REALLY 
MEAN 
THAT .= 


rwffT/^ 


I SURE DO! 

AND THIS TIME 
I’LL PROVE IT BY 
GIVING YUH EACH 
A HORSESHOE — 


Tiiiiuy 
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REPUBUC PICTURES STAR 


fiA CLOSED OdOff... LOCKED 
^ WINDOWS...THI COMWN- 
^TiON LOCK SET / BUT THE 
MOKEY IS SOKEJ WHERE? 
HOW? WHEN? WHO HOLDS 
THE KEY TO THE MYSTERY OF 
THe GLOSi^ SfiFST 
THAT'S WHAT THE INPOM- 
iTABLE SECRET MARSHAL 


f ROCKY lAHE COMES UP 
AGAINST WHEN HE SATTLES 
7 A CUNNING AND RUTHLE^ 
i OUTLAW TO RND THE 


ANSWER ! 


T THE BANK IH PIKE NEEDLE 

‘junction 

. Ml r-i'/ YES, ROCKY.' 1 ^ 

'U SENT \ IN.TEND TO RESIGN AS 
IR ME, J BANK PRESIDENT AND I»D 
?.HALL?y LIKE YOU TO RECOMMEND 

MV SUCCESSOR'I’P LIKE 

M ^ TO TRY MV HAND AT 
\ V RANCHING INSTEAD ' 


WELL,THAT^S QUITE A LARGE 
ORDER ON SHORT NOTICE, BUT 
1 THINK I have just THE > 
MAN.' HE’S A FORMER ^ 
SHERIFF WHO RETIRED... 1 
AND HE’S LOOKING FOR J 
-t A JOB AGAIN J 


ANYONE YOU RECOMMEND, | OKAY, MR.HALL! 
ROCKY, IS GOOD ENOUGhV I’LL NOTIFY 
FOR ME.' I'LL ORDER A U HIM RIGHT ^ 
NEW COMBINATION FOR /^AWAY/ J 
THE SAFE, AND HE CAN / 

START IMMEDIATELY.' 
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SHERIFF GARDNER LIVES OVER IN VALLEY ) 1 KNEW ! 
^ORGE.' JHL RIPE mSHT OVER THERE.' /COULP PEPiNP 
WE’U SE EACH IN A FEW DAYS ' OH YOU TO 

^ “i- irJ HgLP ME, ROCKY.' 


THIT MEANS IF ANY ^ 
MONEY IS MISSIN'j ROCKY, 
IT>LL HAVE TO BE 
TAKEN BY YUH OR j 
ME... HA, HA 


THERB...IT*S FINISHEO.'l»LL 
TELL YOU THE C0M3INAT1ON, 
SHERIFF... ANP 8ESIPE THE 
TWO OF US. NOBOPY 
WILL KNOW IT/ nail I 


:ptr JUNOwl 


fATER THAT WEEK 


_7yUP.' MATTER 
ALL • ^ 1 JUST 

CkV / <50T OFF THE 
COACH *rM ON 
MY WAY OVER TO 
> THE BANK NOW TO 
SEE HOW SHERIFF ‘fM 
OARPNER IS GETTING -M 
ALONG/ 


1»LL BE LEAVING TOWN ^ IF 1 
FOR A PEW PAYS NOW ^ ) HAVE ANY 
GENTLEMEN/ YOU CAN X QUESTIONS^ 
TAKE OVER, SHERIFF, / MR. HALL, I 
FROM NOW ON .'/-^K(N ALWAYS 

-V ASK *EM WHEN 

\( nr V GIT BACK/ 


WHY NOT ) P0N»T MINP IFl DO! 
JOIN ME, > I HAVEN'T PAID HIM 
MARSHAL A VISIT THE PAST > 
FEW DtKiSJr^ 


HOWDY/ I WAS JUST 
ABOUT TO OPEN THE 
SAFE TO PUT SOME . 
MONEY AWAY.'^a 


EMPTY/ 


YOU’LL FINP 
I LEFT YOU 
WELL-SET ON 
THAT SCORE, 
SHERIFF/ 


YOU PANGED CROOK/ YOU 
STOLE THE MONEY I LEFT, 
IN THE SAFE .'NOBOPY 
ELSE KNEW THE NEW J 
COMBINATION ON y 
-.THAT SAFE/er-^ ^ 


CGULPX 

BUT.... 
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BUT, ROCMV, I TFU yUH i 
NEVER TOOK ANYONE *5 ^ 
MONEY IN MY LIFE.' 1 } 
PIDN’7 STEAL THE y\ 
MONEY IN THE r — r 

SAFE.' ^ 


) THIS IS THE J- 6AH.' THIS IS 
TOUOHEST < NO TIME FDR 
ARREST I EVER ) SENTIMENT ' 
HAD TO MAKE 


I P6MANP THAT YOU 

• ARREST HIM, , 

L MARSHAL.' ) I 


1 RECKON I HAVE 
> NO OTHER ^ 
CHOICE .* M 


YUH’ve SOT^O BELIEVE ME, 


l^VE KNOWN YOU LONG 
ENOUGH, GARDNER, TO > 
KNOW THAT YOU’RE f 
TELLING THE TRUTH.' j 
BUT WE’VE GOT TO / 
PROVE IT.' 


ONE THING’S CERTAIN 
THIS COMBINATION 
LOCK WASN’T 
FORCED OPEN.'^^HH 


’ AND THE SAME THING 
GOES FER THE WINDOWS.' 
^ I REMEMBER OPENING 
THEM FROM THE 
I INSIDE EACH ^ 


ROCKY.' I DIDN’T TOUCH THE 
COMBINATION ON THET SAFE 
SINCE I LAST SAW YUH 
A FEW PAYS AGO .' 


I DON’T KNOW .'BUT I’M ® 
NOT OVERLOOKING ANYTHING 
1 WANT TO CHECK EVERY . 
POSSIBLE ANGLE / . 


IS THERE A \ SHORE...BUT HOW 
BASEMENT IN j COULD ANYONE 
THIS BANK?/ STEAL THE MONEY 
^ IN THE SAFE FROM 
I^HTTW V POWN THAR ? . 


WATCH OUT, ROCKY, 
SOME PLASTER’S 

falling ^^4 


MORNING 



|w 

\t 
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THE PLASTER THAR 
IS IN BAP SHAPE.' 
IT OUGHT TO BE < 
PIXEP AFORE THE I 
WHOLE CEILING / 
COMES DOWN } /% 


THIS ISN’T LOOSE * 
PLASTER.' IT’S STILL 
WET .'IT MUST’VE 
7 BEEN PUT UP ^ 
L RECENTLV.' I 


this whole SgCTlON WAS JUST 

PUT IN. ..AND WHOEVER DID IT 
WAS IN AN AWFUL HURflT' 


WHUT ARE 
YUH DOIN’, 
ROCKY ? 


I’VE A HUNCH THIS IS 
RIGHT UNDER THE SAFE 
UPSTAIRS.... WAIT.' ^ 
HERE’S WHAT I % 
WAS LOOKING FOR... ) 

A SLIDING PANEL.' J 


THIS OPENING 
LEADS RIGHT INTO 
ID THE SAFE 


BUT WHO’S 
THE CRITTER 
BEHIND IT 
ALL ? . 


NOW WE KNOW < 
HOW THE MONEY 
WAS REMOVED, 

. SHERIFF.' 


ONLY ONE MAN ^ 
COULD’VE COME 
DOWN HERE WITHOUT 
FORCING THE FRONT 
DOOR OPEN.' THAT’S 
lANGDELL HALL.' ^ 
HE MUST STILL 
BE HOLDING A f/jt 
KEY TO THE 

bank ' 


^ THAR’S ONLY ONE 

thing wrong with 

THET, ROCKY.... HE 
WUZ OUTTA TOWN 
^ THE LAST FEW 
DAYS .' 
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I’U SeON PINP 
OUT WHiTHBR 
OR NOT MV 
HUNCH IS , 
RISHTi A 


IN PACT, I*M POSITIVE I HRVI THE 
RIGHT MAN...NOW/<5rr REflPV TO 
RIPE, BLACK JACK WE HAVE ^ 
OUR WORK CUTOUT FOR US,' 


....HOPS,MARSHAi.iTHAR^S 
NO RECORD OF ANY LANODEIL 
HALL AS PASSENOfR THIS WEEK.' 

ARE YUH SHORE VUH HAVE j I’M 

0 THE RIGHT MAN CERTAIN 

I 00 J 


pINgMEEOU 


SHORTLY AFTER 


THIS IS WHERE 
HE UVI5...BUT 
J JUST HOPE HE 
ISN’T AROUNP/ 


NOW TO FIGURE OUT 
WHERE HE COULP r 
HAVE HlPDEN THE ) 
MONEY.' 


AH/ HERE’S THE 
WHOLE LOOT/ THIS 
PROVES WHAT v 
1 SUSPECTEP rS 
BEFORE / 


OUTLAWS USUALLY THINK 
AUKE...ANO THEIR FAVORITE 
HIDING PLACE FOR LOOT . 
IS A FIREPLACE / — r— O 


ANYWAY, THIS THIEF SEEMS TO 

LIKE BUILDING MATERIALS 

THESE BRICKS WERE PUT IN 
ONLY RECENTLV/THE CEMENT^ 
IS STILL VERY NEW/ 




IjST^ 

mllMi 

WE 
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RUSTLER’S GOLDg:.® 

Bob Lucas ^ 


S CENTING fresh water ahead, the sorrel 
mare pricked up her nose and broke into 
a brisk trot wthout urging from the tall, loose- 
jointed cowpoke astride her. In a few moments 
they had reached the edge of the rockstwhere 
the mountain began and both rider and mount 
quenched their thirst. 

Blair Carson, kneeling on the river bank, 
sensed rather than saw imminent danger. Cau- 
tiously he raised his eyes and looked straight 
into the unmoving barrel of a Winchester 
pointed at his h^art. The man on the opposite 
bank held the rifle loosely, expertly. 

"Had yore fill?” he asked, his lips a thin, 
bitter gash in a leathery old face. ‘‘If so, then 
git!" 

Blair flashed an easy smile and nodded to- 
wards the mare. “Reckon I’ll wait for her. Any 
objections?" 

His steely blue eyes bcn-ed' into the blood- 
shot orbs of the stranger. Finally, snorting 
and blowing, the horse raised her head, and 
Blair leisurely gathered up the trailing reins 
and mounted. The rifle still covered him as 
he swung the horse around and headed towards 
Coyote Pass, the town whose buildings were 
faintly visible a mile or so away. 

Loping along at a ground-covering gait, 
Blair Carson leaned back in the saddle and 
tried to puzzle out the riddle o^ the rifleman 
at the river. In conversational tones, as if 
talking to his wiry horse, he voiced his 
thoughts. 

"Old geezer like that oughtn’t to go around 
drawing a bead on peaceable citizens!” he 
grumbled half aloud. "Acted like somebody 
aimed to steal that stream." 

The sagebrush thinned out and the mare’s 
high-stepping hoofs kicked up clouds of dust 
as they neared the town. But Blair detected 
a jerkiness in her gait and immediately slowed 
to 3 walk. 

"Must have picked up a pebble back there 
at the stream,” he mused, leaning forward and 


affectionately slapping the mare’s lean shoul- 
der. "We’ll take care of it in a jiffy, as soon 
as we hit that town yonder," he promised. 

A short time later the blacksmith at the sta- 
ble was working on the marc’s lame hoof and 
finally dug out a sizeable pebble. 

"Here’s what was hurtin’ her, cowboy,” he 
said, dropping the small stone into Blair’s 
hand. Idly, Blair pocketed it. Satisfied that 
the mare would be well taken care of. he set 
out to tend to his own needs. Fortunately, the 
hotel, with its adjoining saloon, was close by 
and Blair rented a room. 

He tossed his saddle bags on the bed. then 
after a moment’s hesitation, he unbuckled his 
Colt .45 and placed it in an empty drawer 
of the dresser. Going downstairs and next door 
to the saloon, he prevailed upon the cook to 
rustle up some grub. He selected a table in 
one corner, getting no more than casual in- 
spection from the three men huddled around 
another table nearby. As he waited, he studied 
the hard-faced men, noting that they were too' 
spruced up to be ordinary cowhands and cer- 
tainly too hard-boiled to be ranchers or towns- 
men. 

Snatches of their conversation drifted over 
to him. and when he heard the words “old 
man" and "stream” he pricked up his ears. A 
tall, gaunt hombre, with an ugly knife scar 
down one cheek, said something about "gold." 
Gold in cattle country like this? Blair thought 
to himself. Why they’re plurnb loco! 

The appearance of his belated breakfast 
occupied his attention for the next few min- 
utes, and not until the three toughs pushed 
back their chairs and stood up did he give 
them another thought. 

"We’ll make it tonight." growled the short, 
stocky one. "The three of us can handle the 
old buzzard — even with his Winchester!" 

Shrugging off the whole thing as none of 
his business. Blair headed for the general store 
to bviy provisions for the rest of his trip to 
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Red Bank, where a foreman’s job awaited him. 
An hour later, his purchases were piled on 
the counter and he dug into his jeans for 
the money. His fingers encountered the peb- 
ble that had lamed his horse and he pulled 
it out to toss it away. But a glint of light 
flashing off the stream caught his eye and he 
examined it more closely. A long, low whistle 
escaped his lips when he saw what it was. 

“It’s none ttf my business,” he observed si- 
lently. “Still — ” 

He left his purchases to be picked up later 
and set out to make a few calls. It was late 
afternoon when he finally completed his busi- 
ness and went back to the hotel. He carefully 
cleaned and oiled his six-gun and strapped it 
on. Taking a second gun from his saddle bag, 
he stuck it into his waist. The eyes of the 
men in the saloon had glittered with a fever- 
ish light when they talked of “gold,” and 
Blair knew tfiat desperate men would commit 
murder for the precious metal that was the 
same yellow color that flecked the stone in his 
pocket. 

He saddled his horse and set off at a fast 
canter back to the spot where the old man 
had challenged him earlier in the day. It was 
night now. Long before he arrived he heard 
the gunfire and as he approached, he made 
out the angry red flashes coming from three 
different positions among the rocks overlook- 
ing the stream. The shots were answered from 
below by the sharp crack of a rifle. 

Spurring forward. Blair plunged his horse 
across the shallow stream and slid off directly 
alongside the prone figure of the old man. 

“Need some help, old timer?” he grinned, 
whipping out his gun. 

“Fought cattle rustlers all my life,” the 
grizzled rifleman snapped. “But now it’s gold 
rustlers!” He reloaded his weapon with prac- 
ticed fingers. 

“That why you shooed me away this morn- 
ing?” 

The old man tossed him a quick glance. 
“That stream’s full of gold nuggets, son, and 
I'll be doggone if I'll let any two-legged var- 
mints do me out of it!” 

Blair chuckled and tossed a few more shots 


at the frustrated claim-jumpers. The old man 
was giving a good account of himself, but with 
three against two, it was only a question of 
time before the odds would begin to tell on 
the two defenders. What was needed was some 
bold maneuver to outwit the enemy. Blair 
quickly outlined his plan as he reloaded his 
six-shooters. “We don’t have enough ammu- 
nition to hold out long against thenlj” he said, 
“so we’ve got to get them and do it in jig- 
time.” 

Blair bolstered his guns and slithered along 
the bank, screened by the low-lying willows. 
Circling around in a wide arc, he reached a 
point well behind the bandits and some dis- 
tance below them. With a shrewd eye he ap- 
praised the rugged slope to the summit of 
the rocks, then bending over, he quicltly re- 
moved his boots. 

His ascent was not only noiseless, but con- 
siderably easier with his progress unimpeded 
by his boots. A few moments later he wat 
above the three attackers, who were busily 
occupied by the old miner. * His steady fire 
had covered Blair’s climb and now they had 
the men caught in a deadly crossfire. Draw- 
ing both guns, Blair stepped from behind a 
crag and sent a hail of shells at the men. Fran- 
tically. they scrambled to gain shelter from 
the new attack, but were then exposed to the 
fire from below. It was soon over. 

1 ATER, after the sheriff had taken away 
^ the gunmen, Blair figured it was safe to 
break the neiA^s to his companion. 

“You know, old timer,” he began, “things 
ain’t always what they seem. You took me 
for a claim jumper this morning. Well, you 
were wrong.” 

“You’re right, son.” the old man said. “And 
I want to thank you for the way you lit into 
them polecats." 

"But you were wrong about the gold, too,” 
Blair added, not looking at the man. “I had 
one of your ‘nuggets’ assayed in town today. 
It was iron pyrite — ‘fool’s gold’!” 

There was a long, empty silence, then the 
old man threw back his head and cackled, 
“Well, anyway, it was a danged good fight!” 
THE END 
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402^ NORTH RAPPORPAVE, 

north HOUVWOOPiCAUP. 


U9WPV, P/!jqTNf»15, 

3APPLE UP flNP ffinS QlOm WITH ME F9H SPELL .91PCM JACK 
KNOWS THE WAY ALL BY HIMSELP. WE WANT TO SHD'w YOU ACOAPflL 
OF MISHTY eiNi CATTLf. A BflHCH WH6BB THE BEST STEERS IN THE 
WIST ARE RAISiP. IT’S THE LfiZY § ANP IF YOU LOOK VOU*LL SIS A 
MIPPII-ASEO, THIN RANCH HANP WORKING IN THI STABLES. THAT'LL 
BE NEO THOMSON- N|D TAKES OARf OF AIL THE STABLES, CLEANING 
THE STALLS, TENPING TO TH| PEEP BOXES, SOAPINO THE RIPINSSEAR 
”THS 0RIPLE5, REINS, STIRRUP LEATHER, CINCH BELTS.SAPPLI SKIRTS 
ANP OTHER ASSORTgP TACK- 

OFPHANP, YOU PROBABLY KNOW A LOT OF PiOPLi WHO’P SAY 
THAT TAKING CARE OF THE STABLES ANp TACK WASN'T MUCH OF A 
JOB— certainly not an IMPORTANT ONE. THOSE ARE THE PEOPLE 
WHO ARE NOT THINKING STRAIGHT. ONE TIME NIP TQpK SICK, FOR 
QUITE A SPELL, ANP IT SHOWiP EVIRVONE SOMETHING TO REMEMBER. 
IN SHORT ORPER.THE STABLES GREW PIRTY-THE PIPING TACK, CAREP 
FOR BY NEO, RECEIVEP NO CARE ANP THE LEATHER GREW HARP ANP 
CRACKEP; STIRRUPS BROKE ANP MANY COWPUNCHERS HAp CLOSE 
BRUSHES WITH THE GRIM REAPER. THE COWPOKES, USUALLY TOO 
TIRiP TO PROPIRLY 7INP TO THE RIDING GEAR, DIP THE BEST THEY 
COULD, BUT THINGS WEREN'T THE SAME. NED, AT HIS JOS, WAS A 
SPECIALIST, YOU MIGHT SAY. 

SO WHIN HE PIP FINALLY GET WELL ENOUGH TO RETURN, THE 
ifiZY S WAS mighty GLAP of IT. THAT’S THE WAY IT IS WITH gViMY 
JOS, PARTNERS. WHENEVER YOU SEE OR HEAR OF SOMEONE SNEER- 
ING AT SOME PERSON'S JOB, REMEMBER THERE'S A MIGHTY BIG 
NEED FOR EVERY MAN'S JOB, WHETHER HE BE A DOCTOR, A PLUMBER, 
A DELIVERY BOV OR — VE5, SOMEONE WHO TAKES CARE OF STABLES 
OR CLEANS STREETS,' 

ANP NOW, PARTNERS, I'LL BE RIDING ON.... BUT BLACK JACK 
and I'll BE AMBLING THIS WAY AGAIN LOOKING FOR ALL OF YOU. 

YOUR PALS, 


ANP BLACK JACK Jf 
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YOU... 

CAN GET 

ROCKY’S' 



PICTURE WITH 'BLACK JACK" 
AUTOGRAPHED TO YOU POtSONAUYl 


Indotfl fhit eevpen and 2S? for eno LARGi phofo 
of "ROCKY” end "BLACK JACK” eutogrophed »9 
you persenaUy. 

■Lj prfnf p/e/nfy ■ ' ' 


NAMIt...... 

ADDRESSi., 


(If you went S LARGE pietur** of "ROCKY” and 
"BLACK JACK” ell oufegraphsd To you person- 
ettv enclose $1.00. Address; ROCKY LANE, 4024 
Nof*h Redford Avs., NorTh HoMyweod, Calif.) 
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!?EPUBUC PICTURES’ STAI 


FhE furies of a FLAMING INFERNO 
^ DESTROY THE LAST VESTIGE OF 
EVIDENCE* 8UT THE GUILTY MIND B£- 
MAINS...TO HASASS^IO rHHBMtN 
AND TO Hf^UNTJ 


(C?£/iF;...HERE COME ALL THE 
RANCHERS AFTER THEIR MONEY/ 
X*VE GOT TO HIDE IT 50MEWHAR, 
I’M NOT GOING TO GIVE THEM 
ANY MONEY THIS 7lM£/THAR>5 

TOO MUCH HERE TO LET IT ^ 

SUP OUTTA MY HANDS.' J 


THEY’LL NEVER THINK OF LOOKIN 
IN HYAR FOR IT/ 1 CAN ALWAYS 

REMOVE IT AFTER 1 GIT j 

RID OP ’EM r- ^ 


,N CULVER aUNCTION. 


THIS LAST DEAL NETTED 
ME MORE THAN ALL THE 
OTHERS PUT TOGETHER 
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we’ve HEflRp iNouen 
of YOUH LVlNjSIO«ai 
BftEZEk.'l RECrfdhl 
THI QNkV tHlNC lift 
TO 00 IS SEARCH YOUfi 
HOUSE PER THE 
MONEY .'WE NEVER 
SMOULP’Ve TRUSTEO 
YOUR SMOOTH TRIM 






ROacy LANE WESTERN 



&JT I HAVI HQ 
INtINTiON QP 
STAYiNe HYAR 
WHILE IT ^ 
T iURNS/ / 


AnP my M6n|¥ 1$ 
$QiN@ WITH ME^ 


1 CAN ALWAYS START UP IN *- 
BUSINESS IN SOME OTHER TOWN 
EVERYONE HYAR WILL THINK 2 
DIEP IN THE HlRE.'GlPPAPj 


•HORTlY AFTER. 


IT*5 TIME I HEAPEP 
SACK FOR THE CHIEF 
MAR5HAL*'S OFFICE . 
TO MANO IN MY 
REPORT ON THAT ) 
ROBBERY CASE / y 




NEY...WHAR ARE YUH fiOlNSfVUH 
PIPN’T FINISH YOUR COFFEE / r 


CSULP>....flOCHr iA/Vf/TMEY 
MUST* VI FOUND OUT I WA5N*f 
IN THE HOUSE WHEN iT BURNED 
AND THEY SENT THE BEST 
MARSHAL IN THE WEST 
^ AFTER ME I 


1 OOT MORE 
IMPORTANT 
THINGS TO ^ 
ATTEND TO 
RIGHT NOW.'^ 






Si 
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NOW TO PUT SOME 
0IST/4NOE d£TW£EN 
^US,‘ &i09dP/^ 


t SWEAA i NEVEH SAW ANYONE 
HlOHTAtL iT OUTTA HYAR AS FAST 
AS THAT CRITTER ^ 


IS So lon6, 

Bf SEEING YOU THE ^ 
^ NEXT TIME 1 PASS 
■KThROU^ HERE.' 


Wl MIGHT AS WELL THHl 

The short cut to the . 

MARSHAL»S OFFICE i 'D 
iT^LL save US SOME y 
mm . time ^ 


so long, 

ROCAY.' 


MAYfii H£ ^ 
SAW A GHOST, 
^ HA» HA i ^ 


iHORTtt AFTER. 


k0ULPj,..H% 
TRAILEO ME 
1 HYAR i ^ 


THERE’S NOTHING UHE A N)C£| 
QUIET RiPi TO SOOTHE 
THE NERVIS/ 


WHUT IN 
TARNATION 
ARE YUH . 
r TAlHING 
k *BOUT ? . 


YUH WOULPN’T BEUEVI 
If, FARDNERj BUT I ^ 
STARTEP TO PRINK % 
THIS CUP OF CAVA 1 
’BOUT TEN MILES M 
FROM HYAR / 
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2»VI GOT SieSEin ** 
THINGS TO FRET ABOUT 
. THAN YOUR CSFFiE, 

Ema mister J 


HEY, 6ACn 
YUH FORGST TO 
PAY FOR THt ^ 
COFFEE J ^ 


1 MiGhT as well 
PROP IN On MIKE 
ANP SAY HELlOJ 
1 HAVEN’T SEEN 
HIM IN QUITE ^ 
A SPELL 


IT’S JUST A ^ 
SHORT TRIP TO 
THE OFFICE ^ 
FROM HERE/ J 


mowpy. 

MINE' 
WHAT’S 
NEW? , 


1 PUNNS.'PIP YUH SEE 
THAT CRITTER HIOhTAil IT 
OUTTA HYAft JUST AS YUH 
^Mf IN, ROCKY PIPON’T 
GIT IT.' — ^ 


THAT’S THE SECONP ) THE USUAL ^ 

Time i herro that < class of milk, 
STORY TOPAY.' MAYBE 1 1 SUPPOSE / 

1 Frighten people 
WHO EAT in PINERS / 

...HA,MA.' 


YUH AIN’T 

Taking mb, 
LANE.' V 


I DON’T KNOW WHAT’S GOING ON, 
BUT ONE THING I PO KNOW... ., 
YOU’RE NO EXPERT AT TOSSING y 
A LASSO, PARPNER 
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N A «W SECONDS 


ALL THAT MOHEY IN HIS 
POCKET MUST MEAN SOME 


THING. 'I’LL FIND OUT SOON ENOUGH 
FROM THE SHERIFF IN CULVER f— 
JUNCTION.' THAT’S WHERE THIS J 
^ HOMBRE COMES FROM ' it 
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I OPiNg THE ONLY YUH FOLKS P(. 

FeseiT *eouT ?Hg money that was pue >. 

NOW THAT HE Pigp iN THE FIRE, ME86E IT»S 
BIST TO BELIEVE THAT HE WAS TELLING 
VUH THE TRUTH ^ 


MEBBE WE ALL MISJU0(>EO Th£ 
POOR CftiTTER I BE5IPES, IT^S < 
' PiSRESPECTFUL TO SPEAK ILL ) 
OF THE PEAP V— ^ 


LOOK... lT*5 
ROCKY LANE 


(0ULP)...\V^ 6E0R0E 
BRE2EL...THE PIRTY* 
t LYING COYOTE . — • 


WHO’S THAT 
PRAPEP 
ACROSS HIS 
n HOSS ? ^ 


THAT’S JUST WHAT 
I CAME TO RNP OUT 


I’M NOT INTERESTED < SPOKEN 
IN GETTING THE CREPiT, } LIKE THE 
SHERIFF .'ALL I WANT^ BEST 4 
TO PO IS KEEP LAW / MARSHAL 
ANP ORPiR J IN the WEST, 

If— ^ L rocky... WHICH 

'^VUHARE.' 


NP AFTER TME SHERIFF EXPLAINS 

‘and the money returned — 


IT’S THE HOOSEQOWJ GOSH, EVERY* 
FOR YUH, BRE26L... f THING TURNED 
FOR ROBBERY ANP / OuT PLUMB FINE! 
FOR ATTEMPTING ^ W£ GOT OUR 
TO MURPER fS MONEY, ANP THE 
ROCKY LANE Y LAW GOT ITS 
^ — I MAN J 


IT’S ALL CLEAR NOW, SHERIFF 
ANP IF IT WEREN’T FOR THAT 
GUILTY CONSCIENCE OF HIS, 

WE NEVER WOUUfPVE ^ 
CAUGHT HIM r- 


DIP YOU SAY ^ 
YV£, MARSHAL ? 
AREN’T YOU BEING 
MOPESTjy 
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§gE HOW. MANY YOU CAN ANSWER eORRECTLY' 
SCORE YOU'RSgLP AS'POLLOWS: • ‘ ‘ , '• 

SCORR£CTiEXCELLeNf— 4 CORRECT -(gOOO — ' 
r 3 CORRECT. EAIR — 2 CORRECT.,' ROOR'/ 



_ rol> js equal to 

SIKTESN AUD UnE-HAlF 
PfefiT. 
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iRON euRR WAS 
The THIRD vice-PResi' 
OENT OF THE U.8. 



earth 13 A 
Planet. 

“ifRuE.... SRlSE 


ffjShlES IS OME OF TH£ 
SISNS OF THE ZODIAC. 

'?RuE ftiLSE 


FiRST BOSTON 
FIRE EMOlNE WAS 

introduced in ia?9. 
*iRyE ll^Lae 
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